
Hello Colorado CattleWomen!  It has offi  cially hit summer down here in Baca County, it 
has been in the upper 90’s and low 100’s the last several days.  We complain during the 
winter months about how cold it is and then turn around in the summer months wishing 
we had some cooler days!

With just fi nishing up CCW’s Annual Convention, it was great to be able to meet in-per-
son!  We elected new offi  cers at this convention and I want to wish all of the offi  cers a 
happy two years. 

Thank you to each and every one of the Colorado CattleWomen members for all of your 
support the last two years, it has been nice meeting new members and being able to see 
the other members.  Again, thank you for your support.

From the President, Jo Ann McEndree

Karen Smith will lead the Colorado CattleWomen offi  cer team elected at the June 21 CCW membership meeting. 
Karen raises beef and American bison with her family and has a passion for agriculture. She loves bringing people 
together and helping them see the positive opportunities all around them. 

Our 2021-2023 Vice-President is Kathleen Shoemaker. A Fremont County cow-calf producer on a Centennial 
Farm, Kathleen also owns and operates the popular Bunkhouse Burgers in Canon City that serves beef raised on her 
ranch. Kathleen follows a strong family tradition of advocating for and involvement in the beef industry and agricul-
ture. Secretary Lacie Harman, Treasurer Loy Jones and Quarter Representatives Bunny McComb, Debbi Anderson 
and Nora Gilstrap round out the leadership team.  

The June 21 membership meeting also featured a report by ANCW president Evelyn Greene, a demonstration of 
the soon-to-be live updated CCW website, Beef Council updates, celebration of Initiative 16 Supreme Court ruling, 
and photos of the Denver and Fort Collins billboards sponsored by CCW. Members modeled the CCW Wild Rags 
available through Kathleen Shoemaker for $35. Other meeting business is reported throughout this newsletter.   

Local presidents who attended the Board of Director meeting were eligible for travel grants to help with their 
meeting expenses. Christy Hawk, Tanya Gately and Linda Masters all received funds. Look for more travel grants at 
future state meetings.

2021-2023 Offi  cers Elected at June 21 Meeting

Contact Us!   Like Us!   Follow Us!
Email: coloradocattlewomen@gmail.com

Website: www.coloradocattlewomen.com

Facebook: Colorado Cattlewomen Inc.



We held the Board of Director’s meeting at the CCA Summer Conference. The purpose of this meeting was to 
get the local cattlewomen chapter’s President’s (or designated representative) together to report on all the good 
work and activities each chapter is conducting around beef promotion and education. The following chapter’s were 
in attendance: Custer County, Plateau Valley, Rio Blanco, North Park, Weld County, Fremont County, Routt County, 
Southeast Colorado, Black Mesa, Washington County Cattlewomen, and Southwest. Elbert County also sent in a 
report. It was inspiring and encouraging to hear of all the amazing activities promoting beef that still continued de-
spite a very tough year of restrictions.  Well done all! We are compiling a list of all the ideas shared to be published 
in a future newsletter. Thank you to all who made the time and eff ort to attend this meeting at Summer Conference! 
Come join us again next year!

Board of Director’s meeting held at the CCA Summer Conference
Submitted by Kaye Kasza, CCW State Secretary

This year’s Cattlewoman of the Year is Christy Hawk, a 32 year member of the Black Mesa Cattlewomen who has 
and continues to work tirelessly on numerous beef and agricultural promotions including beef cook off s, helping to 
put a Colorado Beef Council signs on the roads around the county, Mothers/Father’s Day baskets, fi nishing a huge 
cookbook project, and serving as President of her local chapter. She also helped organize the Beef sticks for back-
packs, and a brand book for local law enforcement to help them know ho to call when cattle get out onto the road. 
One of her largest accomplishments was organizing the Ag Expo for  Delta County elementary students (5 schools), 
a two day event that educated over 1300 students where everyone received beef education materials. She is also a 
long time member of the Delta County Livestock Association, the Colorado Cattlemen, the Hotchkiss Booster Club, 
Hotchkiss FFA and much more. Christy has a passion for her family and our beef industry. Congratulations again 
Christy! We are proud to have you as our 2021 CCW Cattlewoman of the Year! 

CattleWoman of the Year

Christy Hawk, Black Mesa Cattlewomen

This year’s CCW Rookie of the Year is Loy Jones of Moff at County Cattlewomen. Loy joined MCCW in 2018 and 
her enthusiasm and outgoing personality have been a welcome addition to their chapter.  Throughout 2020 she has 
kept MCCW motivated to promote beef when so many of their traditional events have been cancelled or postponed.  
Loy has embraced social media and created an Instagram page for MCCW and is a regular contributor to Moff at 
County Beef’s Facebook page.  Loy has reached consumers by highlighting local ranch families and artisans’ prod-
ucts in our area, in addition to sharing beef recipes, tips, etc.  Loy is a great supporter of our youth in agriculture and 
promotes their eff orts every chance she gets.  She was also vocal promoter of the Vote No on Prop 114 Initiative and 
attended local meetings, reached out to our county commissioners and city council members for resolutions op-
posing the wolf ballot eff ort. Loy was also recognized by Janie Van Winkle, President of CCA, at this year’s Summer 
Conference as one of her 4 Volunteers of the Year due to her positive social media presence and messaging. Loy is 
MCCW’s treasurer and has been instrumental in getting their books updated. Loy will now begin her role as CCW 
Treasurer in June 2021. Congratulations Loy on all your hard work and for earning the 2021 CCW Rookie of the Year!

(A photo that Loy took is featured in the header of this newsletter!)

Rookie of the Year

Loy Jones, Moff at County Cattlewomen

Several local CattleWomen groups are hosting ranch runs this fall. Washington CattleWomen are holding a 5K 
run July 31 as part of  county fair. Gunnison County CW is hosting a 5K on September 26. Routt County Cattle-
Women will host their 3rd Annual Poker Run on Sunday, October 3.  Details will be fi nalized in the next few weeks 
but they aim to put on a fun, family 5k event on the backroads of Steamboat from the Sherrod’s centennial ranch 
to the Daughenbaugh ranch, especially designed to promote agriculture and beef raised in our valley.  (More info 
to come as the event draws closer.) Thanks to RCCW for piloting this successful beef promotion!

Colorado CattleWomen 5k’s



Region 5 Meeting
Submitted by Karen Smith, State President

Colorado CattleWomen Membership Application

Amount included with application: Colorado CattleWomen
_____$25 for Colorado CattleWomen annual membership due
_____$10 for Student Colorado CattleWomen (high school/college) annual membership due

Membership year is January - December. If dues are received after July 1 they will be applied to the 
following year.  Dues for the Colorado CattleWomen include liability insurance coverage for the member.

Colorado CattleWomen dues should be made payable to CCW and mailed to: 
Treasurer Kathleen Shoemaker, 1040 Lone Tree Circle, Canon City, CO 81212  

American National CattleWomen dues must be sent to: 
ANCW c/o Jill Worthington; 16799 Prairie Circle, El Reno, OK 73036 or pay online at ANCW.org

May we send communication via 
email, including the quarterly 
newsletter and any upcoming 

information? (circle one)  Yes    No

Local affi liation:

______________________________

Do you need contact information for 
a local CattleWomen’s group?   

Yes    No

Name: _________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

City: ________________State:______ Zip: ____________

Phone: _________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________

This year’s ANCW Region V meeting was held this May in Pendelton, Oregon and hosted jointly by the Oregon 
and Washington CattleWomen. We had a wonderful time re-connecting with old friends and making new acquain-
tances as well. Over 100 Cattlewomen from California, Oregon, Washington, Wyoming, Colorado, Montana, and 
more were in attendance. 

Ladies attending from Colorado were JoAnn McEndree, Karen Smith, Kathleen Shoemaker, Joannie Shoemaker, 
Susie Magnuson, and Christina Casey.

We toured 9 Mile Ranch in Walla Walla, WA, a 1000 head cow/calf operation of Red Angus. Their goal at 9 Mile 
is to become a full-service genetic provider for Red Angus and Red Angus hybrid genetics in the West. The ranch 
also has the fi rst wind turbine farm in Washington state. The owner, Kristin Dykes, gave us a personal tour as 
well as shared her moving personal story of being left a young widow with two very small children after a ranch 
accident claimed her husband’s life. She is staying and growing the operation in order to leave a legacy for her 
children.

We also had speakers from Western Justice, the Oregon Cattlemen’s Association, and a special keynote speaker 
of Marji Alaniz from FarmHer on RFD tv. 

The Region V ANCW business meeting was held and we will have a new Region V Director as our current Direc-
tor, Angela Whitlock (Wyoming) will be completing her term this year. Katherine Bruce of Oregon will be the new 
Director. We thank Angela for all her hard work and we look forward to working with Katherine!

If you ever get a chance to attend a Region Meeting, you will really enjoy it! The next one will be held in Cody, 
WY in May of 2022. We’d love to have you come!



In 2020, a new program to help provide protein in the 
form of a beef stick to children was started. The Beef 
Sticks for Backpacks program’s mission is to create a 
world where no child in Colorado suff ers from weekend 
food insecurity. Beef Sticks for Backpacks was formerly 
Beef Bank Colorado and underwent a name change to 

more clearly express to donors and potential donors what the initiative sets out to do. With 
the new name, it’s clear- they put beef sticks in backpacks for the kids of Colorado.

This program produces a high-quality beef stick in Colorado on the CSU Campus. They 
then work with local groups to deliver beef sticks to be added to the packs sent home with 
children that need help having enough food over the weekend. However, each local school 
district may have a diff erent organization that fi lls this need.

The group’s website, www.beefsticks.org, has a form to fi ll out if you know of a school 
program that would like to receive the beef sticks. Simply complete the form to help make the connection. And, 
while you are there, make a donation to help supply more beef sticks to kids in need.

Beef Sticks for Backpacks
Submitted by Sallie Miller

The Colorado CattleWomen enjoy a collaborative re-
lationship with the Colorado Beef Council (CBC). For 
many years, CCW have requested funding from the CBC 
providing CCW members access to funds for promotion-
al and educational programs. Through this relationship 
CCW has a budget set annually by the CBC. For 2021-22 
we have $10,000 to use for a variety of programs. These 
are checkoff  funds, which mean they must be used for 
programming that meets the requirements set forth by 
the Beef Promotion Act and Order. This means the funds 
cannot be used to promote any specifi c production 
practice or beef from a specifi c source. 

The funds provided by the CBC are to be used to pro-
mote the purchase of beef products and educate con-
sumers regarding beef. We do this in a variety of ways 
including supporting CSU AgFest, providing copies of 
Cattle In Colorado History to any 4th grade teacher that 
requests it for their students, providing travel reimburse-
ment for members to work in the booth at NWSS, funds 
to support the Colorado Foundation for Ag, and promo-
tional activities. The promotional activities category is 
intentionally broad in order to allow local CCW groups 
the opportunity to request funding for programs in their 
local area. Examples of promotional activities include 
activities where beef is promoted to a consumer audi-
ence and could include participating in a fun run, a local 
festival, or county fair. Groups can be reimbursed for the 
cost of beef that is handed out as samples or attention 
getters at the event. For example, one group handed out 
pieces of beef jerky to anyone that came up and asked a 
beef question during a downtown event. Another exam-

ple would be helping in a school classroom and getting 
reimbursed for beef that was cooked and eaten during 
class. 

With the new website being launched, submitting a 
reimbursement will be easy with the online form. Watch 
for that coming out soon!

Any local CattleWomen’s group interested in request-
ing funds to cover expenses from the promotional ac-
tivities budget should provide information regarding the 
program, how the activity promotes beef purchases or 
educates the consumer on the benefi ts of beef, provide 
a receipt for the purchase of beef, and provide a picture 
of the group and activity. All requests are completed as 
a reimbursement, not prior to an activity. The chair of 
the CCW Beef Account will decide, with guidance from 
the CBC, as to if a program qualifi es for reimbursement. 
It is recommended that if a local group has an idea for a 
new activity, they should present that idea to the CCW 
beef account chair for approval prior to completion. A 
point to remember about these promotional events is 
that they cannot be fundraisers, are to be for the pur-
pose of promoting the purchase of beef. Donations to 
food banks are not considered promotional activities.

As Cattlewomen groups prepare for their programs, 
one way to help prepare would be to complete the Mas-
ters of Beef Advocacy program. This checkoff  funded 
program provides some tips for being good advocates 
and will help the participant prepare to answer questions 
about beef and beef production. Beef producers can en-
roll for free for this program at: www.beefi tswhatsford-
inner.com/masters-of-beef-advocacy. 

Colorado CattleWomen Beef Account report
Submitted by Sallie Miller



The Black Mesa CattleWomen continue to plug along promoting beef and defending our industry at every oppor-
tunity. Since the last CCW Newsletter, two of our members attended the Western Colorado Cattle Women Council 
meeting hosted by the Rio Blanco CattleWomen at Meeker. We awarded a $500 scholarship to a local senior whose 
parents are beef producers, as well as renewing two scholarships for students continuing their post-secondary 
learning. We’ve sponsored two beef cook-off s at Hotchkiss K8, the 4th quarter beef cook-off  and the Iron Chef 
competition. We delivered ag-related coloring books and crayons to the Hotchkiss K8 school PreK-2nd graders. The 
crayons were labeled with stickers as a beef byproduct. We also delivered up-to-date beef literature to the Hotch-
kiss K8 cooking class instructors and beef education literature to the 1st grade class. 

We donated a Mother’s Day basket to Delta Health that was presented to the mother of the baby born fi rst fol-
lowing Mother’s Day. Our talented president, Joetta Burns, even found time to crochet a baby blanket with which to 
line the basket. We set up a booth during the annual Crawford Memorial Day dinner to sell our cookbooks, pocket 
brand books and bibs. 

In June, we will be donating a Beefy Basket to the annual auction at our local summer celebration in Crawford. We 
will also be donating a Father’s Day basket to Delta Health to be presented to the father of the child born closest to 
Father’s Day. We continue to use Facebook and our local newspaper to share our messages about Initiative #16 and 
other issues relevant to our mission. 

Black Mesa CattleWomen Continue Promoting Beef
Submitted by Maryse Cunningham

LOCAL HAPPENINGS



On June 12, the Fremont County CattleWomen celebrated the recipients of our annual scholarships.  The following 
scholarships were awarded:

McKenna Long - $1,000 Fremont CattleWomen Scholarship
Jesse Baumchen - $750 Hall Scholarship 
Shealee Coleman - $750 Hall Scholarship 
Taylin Atwood - $500 Helen Shoemaker Scholarship 
Selena Villanueva - $500 Gregory Howell Scholarship

Fremont County Awards Scholarships
Submitted by Lydia Lara

Moff at County Cattlewomen currently have 46 members, up from 20 members last 
year! Since our Meat In March celebration, members have continued to promote agricul-
ture and support local producers.  

Our biggest educational event each year, is 4th Grade Ag Days.  It was great to have 
an in-person event with fourth graders from all three elementary schools attending and 
students from FFA helping. We were fortunate to add a new station this year, an infl atable 
educational hog barn.  Special thanks to the local hog producers and Colorado Pork Producers Council for this op-
portunity, the students loved it!  Additional stations focused on animal health, proteins (beef, pork, and lamb) in a 
healthy diet, dairy production, as well as a variety of horses and livestock on display.  All students received a beef 
jerky snack to enjoy while going through the stations. 

Over the Memorial Day Weekend, Craig hosted Grand Old West Days and the CSHSRA State Finals Rodeo, which 
brought in hundreds of people to our community.  Cattlewomen spent two days visiting with consumers, promoting 

Moff at County and Colorado is Beef Country T-shirts and 
hats and local ag!  

 Additional events included a Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day social media campaign, in which each winner received 
a gift basket and a $50 gift card to a local restaurant or 
processor.  The increased interest from consumers to buy 
local food prompted the administrators of our Moff at 
County Beef Facebook page, to add a section connecting 
producers and consumers.  And lastly, we hosted a taco 
bar for participants and spectators of the Moff at County 
Draft Horse show on June 5.  

The momentum from #meatinMoff atCounty continues
Submitted by Stacy Gray, Secretary



Southeast Colorado CattleWomen have had a busy spring. We revived an old tradition and gave fi ve local nursing 
homes $100 each to purchase beef for Father’s Day, and donated brand napkins to accompany the beef. Southeast 
Colorado Long Term Care Center in Springfi eld reported residents choose the meal for holidays, and their residents 
chose steak for Father’s Day! Pictured is Patti Robb presenting the donation to the Bent County Health Care Center. 
Other donations went to Holly Nursing Care Center, Kiowa County Nursing Home and Walsh Healthcare Center. 

Jo Ann McEndree was awarded our CattleWoman of the Year for her long-term dedication to Southeast and to 
CCW. She has been Southeast treasurer for many years and jumps in to help with all activities. She recently complet-
ed her second two-year term as CCW president. Jo Ann is shown receiving her plaque from the 2018 CattleWoman 
of the Year, Virgie Robb.

Our 2021 and 2020 scholarship winners were announced by chair Carol McEndree. The 2021 winner, Cade Holden, 
will start vet school at Texas A&M in the fall. Wade Wollert, 2020 winner, attended Lamar Community College 2020-
2021 and will transfer to a university in the fall.

Raelee Walters won the Best of Beef award at the 4-H District VI Creative Cooks contest. Contestants must show 
knowledge of nutrition, food safety, meal planning and table etiquette as well as prepare a high-quality food prod-
uct. Her outstanding entry featuring Country Style Meatloaf won her $25 from Southeast Colorado CattleWomen.

We are very proud of our personalized #betterwith beef banner! It will be a great addition to events we sponsor 
and to fair booths. 

Southeast Colorado CattleWomen Awards, Scholarships and Beef Donations
Submitted by Kaye Kasza



What is your favorite part of ranching?  Is there a story 
that goes with it?  With all that is going on in the agri-
culture world these days it is time for you to share your 
story!  Cattle and the beef they provide is a staple in 
America’s diet, but those not connected to agriculture 
do not understand.  Even a simple picture while you are 
doing chores with a quick explanation of what you are 
doing can go a long way. 

We all have a friend/cousin/aunt/uncle in an urban 
area.  They trust you.  They have friends and family who 

trust them.  The message 
you share helps others have 
a new perspective on cat-
tle and beef.  For example, 
I shared a Facebook post 
from Rachel Gabel, writ-
er for The Fence Post.  My 
brother-in-law in Nebraska 
messaged me to see if her 

post was for real.  I was then able to have a conversation 
with him about cattle and beef.  He shared the post and 
the cycle continued…it went beyond my social media cir-
cle and entered circles we may never have reached.

The Colorado Beef Council is working on additional 
messages about raising cattle and producing beef.  One 
of the priorities in the Beef Industry Long Range Plan 
is to align and collaborate with traditional and non-tra-

ditional partners to tell the positive story of beef cattle 
production.  Let us think about that a little: Align and 
collaborate with traditional and non-traditional partners.  
Traditional partners are easy – we spread the good beef 
message with other cattle producers, people in agri-
culture and those who enjoy beef.  It is the non-tradi-
tional groups that we need to reach…it is the person in 
the “moveable middle” category. It takes some creative 
thinking to reach them.  Who are they in your life? Do 
you sit on a board position that is outside of the normal 
realm of agriculture? Is it the PTO at your kids’ school? 
Think about these non-traditional groups/people and 
see how you can reach them with your own social media. 
We think you would be surprised at the reaction you’ll 
get, and how far the message will spread!

Now is the time to share your story!
Submitted by Julie Moore, Colorado Beef Council

Get your own CCW Logo Apparel!  

Colorado CattleWomen has an opportunity for 
CCW members to purchase Land’s End apparel with 
the CCW logo! Simply open up the website and you 
can choose from all kinds of clothing options with 
the CCW logo.

Happy Shopping!

To shop, go to: https://business.landsend.com/store/ccw/ 


